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movement took place in about the middle of the I2th
century, when the Virasaiva mystics and reformers, led
by Basavesvara, sought for a popular medium for their
spiritual self-expression as well as for the spread of the new
religion sponsored by them. Thus arose the vast ' Vacana *
literature in simple and forceful Kannada prose, produced
by a very large number of Vacanakaras, of whom
Basava, Aliainaprabhu and Akkamahadevi are easily the
best. Kannada literature became the mirror of dynamic
personality for the first time and reached the heights of
intense and fearless thinking and feeling. Among the
Vacanakaras, Basava speaks the language of a great
Bhakta, Allamaprbhu of a perfect Jnani and Akkamahadevi
of a daring soul in search of God, her eternal lover. Many
-of the other Vacanakaras, who were following their humble
profession but had risen to great spiritual heights, speak
from direct experience, despite their lack of learning and
literary training. About the close of this century, works
in pure Kannada metres like Ragale and Satpadi came
to be written by Harihara (c. 1200 A.D.), author of Siva-
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might have been a direct jibe at the Sanskrit-ridden style
of Candraraja (c 1079 A.D.) of Madanatilaka, who declared
that he was writing in Posagannada. Cf Kavicarite, Part I,